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Swine flu
reaches
York
Region

By MicHagL MoCoysoNT
WeEkLy STAFF WRITER

Swine flu, the potentially deadly flu pan-
demic that has infected over 500 cilizens in
Mexico, has reached the GTA.

As ol this past Tuesday morning. over 140
cases had been confirmed in Canada, 36 in
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Heritage Day
Vineghan celebrated Sowih
Axian feritage Day this
st weekend. Pe. 8
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Ontario, 10 in Toronto and eight cases in
York Region.

The Swine flu, or HINI Influenza A, has
also touched 15 other countries, bul the
World Health Orrpanization has et o declane
a pandermic.

The wirus has forced travel postpone-
ments and cancellation of flights to Mexico.

Swine [lu has been described as a respira-
Lory infection that regularly causes onthreaks
of influenFa in pigs. Human infections anz
usually caused by direct exposunz to pigs.

Svmploms associated with the illness ane
fever, fatigue, coughing, sore throal and in
mone severe cases, vomiting and diarrhea.
Individuals can become infected by airborne
travel of the virns through coughing or
sneering, or by touching contaminated sur-
Faces.

Late last week, a student at Vaughan Road
Academy in Toronto reported flu-like symp-
loms and was senl home [rom school. Tesl

On the road again

Team Antetecica opeis ihe
Formua BMW seavon with

a fresh new face, Pg. 10

Thrill seekers took a ride through the skies aboard the Flight Deck ride at Canada's

resulls from that case have yet o be con- Wonderland on opening day this past Sunday moming. In its 29th season, the Vaughan- SEEMIIE Shelter
Firmed as the HINI Tu virus. based theme park offers over 200 attractions, 66 rides. 15 roller coasters and two new |  Plans move forwand for a
shows, Rew womens’ shelfer in the
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York Central steps up its ﬂ u outbreak services

ConNTINGED FROM FRONT

York's first confirmed case was a 27-
vear-old male from Georginag who had
recently returned from Mexico vel did not
requine hospitalization. A second  case
turned out o be a Markham resident who
had recently retumed from Mexico and was
diagnosed with swine flu al Southlake
Hospilal in Mewmarket. Soon thereafter she
returned home from  hospital and  her
proeress is currenly being monitored from
howme.

in the vounger population.

"We've had most of our cases to healthy
young adulls." said Williams.

However, he said drastic measures still
need oot be taken.

"I would like (o recommend that people
who have come in contact with someone
with the virus do nol exclude themselves
from community evenls bul monitor them-
selves. Ad this Hme there are no special pre-
cautions 1o take. There is no scientific evi-
dence suppaorting school closnres.”

While further cases are expected within

“It still has the potential to be very severe.
It’s not over yet.”

= D Danny Chen
Infections Disease Specialist
at York Central Hospital

As of this past Friday, all of the con-
firmed cases in Ontario had a ravel history
o Mexico and all cases had been deemed
mild by health praclitioners.

"We have not, in Ontario or Canada,
experienced the severs consequences noted
in the Mexico situation but we will contin-
e o monitor the situation,” said Dr. Dave
Williams, Ontario Chiel Medical Officer of
Health, in a conference call with Health
Care professionals this past Friday.

"I has not et caused severity but it's
still in its early days."

On Monday, a severe case of swine [lo
had been confirmed in western Canada.

Williams said there is no need o panic.

"The Public Health Syslem is reacting to

the next few days. the Ministry of Health
suggests that the public wash their hands
frequently and thoroughly, stay clear of
people coughing or sneezing, cough or
sneere into your sleeve and stay home i
you find yoursalf il

"If evervbody going 1o Mexico had got-
ten sick, we'd be in the thousands (of con-
firmed cases) so obviously nol everyone is
catching it" said Williams.

D, Danny Chen, infectious disease spe-
cialist at York Central Hospital  in
Richmond Hill said the local hospital has
responded 1o the HIN | virus.

The hospital has established an Incident
Management System (IMS) Task Force
which includes hospital directors, managers
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Emergra ncy
Department
Only

In light of the swine flu pandemic, York Central Hospital has upgraded its screen
ing precess, and its Emergency Department nursing staff has been uniformed in

full personal protection equipment.

directing patients o see their family doctors
or o proceed o the Emergency
Department. Upon arriving al Emerge., 24-
hour screening is being conducted on all
patients and family members by nursing
stall unitormed in full personal protection
equipment.

Despite these protective measures, Chen
said 'this isn't anything more severe than
seasonal . at least outside of Mexicoo.

"In many respects. whalt we're dealing

pheta by Michae! MeClmant

not say how this situation may end.

"That's the million dollar question. There
isn't an answer, it's really just wail and see.
The influen#a virus is unpredicltable.”

He did say however that there is a possi-
bility that the airborne virns may jost 'peter
ot

"Flu season doesn't happen in Canada in
the summertime, so il might just peter out
because of the season and because it's been
awhile now and there hasn't been a laree
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